
Talk versus Power

1 Corinthians 4:14-21



v14 – “I do not write these 
things to shame you, but as my 
beloved children I warn you.”



18  Now some are puffed up, as though I were not 
coming to you.  19  But I will come to you shortly, 
If the Lord wills, and I will know, not the word of 
those who are puffed up, but the power. 
20  For the kingdom of God is not in word but in 
power. 
21  What do you want? Shall I come to you with a 
rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?
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"When the King and His kingdom enter our lives,
they come with great power and authority. His
government rules us, His words direct us, His love
motivates us, His wisdom guides us, His grace frees
us, and His heart draws us close to Him. His
kingdom has not come to hide within us, but to be
manifested through us. We proclaim His kingdom
by the way we live." Roy Lessin



Romans 14:17
“the kingdom of God is not eating and 
drinking, but righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.”



1 Cor 15:50

“Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; nor does corruption 
inherit incorruption.”



1 Cor 2:4-5
“My message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that 
your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, 
but on God’s power.”



Kingdom Values:
 Celebration vs Comparison
 Excellence vs Mediocrity
 Holiness vs Worldliness
 Fear of God vs Fear of Men
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“For the kingdom of God is 
not in word but in power.”



“Therefore He who supplies the Spirit 
to you and works miracles among you, 
does He do it by the works of the law, 
or by the hearing of faith?”     Gal 3:5



“Now God worked unusual miracles by the 
hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or 
aprons were brought from his body to the 
sick, and the diseases left them and the evil 
spirits went out of them.”
Acts 19:11-12



“For I will not dare to speak of any of those 
things which Christ has not accomplished 
through me, in word and deed … in mighty 
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of God, so that from Jerusalem and round 
about to Illyricum I have fully preached the 
gospel of Christ.” Rom 15:18-19



Silver and gold have I none,
But such as I have give I thee,
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
rise up and walk!!

(Acts 3:6)



“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes 
in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do, because I 
go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My 
name, that I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My 
name, I will do it.”     John 14:12



“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature … these signs will follow those 
who believe: In My name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they 
will take up serpents; and if they drink anything 
deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will 
lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  
Mark 16:15-18
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19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord wills,
and I will know, not the word of those who are 
puffed up, but the power. 

20 For the kingdom of God is not in word but in 
power.  

21 What do you want? Shall I come to you with a 
rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?
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